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US Army In Reply to Special Public Notice Maryland Department
Corps CENAB-OP-RMS #06-30 of

of Engineers the Environment
Baltimore

District

Subject: MAPLE DAM ROAD MITIGATION BANKING INSTRUMENT

Comment Period: May 30,2006 to June 14,2006

The purpose of this Joint Public Noticeis to solicit comments fromthe public about the proposed Maple
Dam Road M tigati onBank. W are requesti ngyour comment st 0 determine I f approval shoul d be granted for
this locationas a commercial mtigationbankingsite for the purposeof nmitigatingwetlandinpacts

aut hori zedby t he Departnent of the Arny and the State of Maryl and.

The Maryland Department of the Environnent (MDE) and the Baltimore District Corps of Engi neers ( Cor ps;zI
have recei ved a Wtl and M ti gati onBank I nstrunent proposal. This Instrunent i s in accordancewi th the
Federal Guidancefor the Establishment, Use and Operationof Mitigation Banks and the Maryl and Depart nent
of Environment’sMitigation Banking regul ations.

Recogni zi ngt he potenti al benefits mitigati onbankingoffersfor streaminingthe pernit eval uati on
process and provi di nghmare effectivemtigationfor authorizedi npactsto waters of the United States
I ncl udi ngwet | ands, t he agenci es encour age t he est abl i shment and appropri at euse of nitigati onbanks.

Proj ect Sponsor: Donald J. & Susan M M ko
12205 Stoney Batter Road
Ki ngsvil | e, Maryl and 21087

The purpose of this proposedbank is to provide conPensat orymti glat i onfor future unavoi dabl ei npactsto
Vaters of the United States, includingnontidal wetlandsthat result fromactivitiesauthori zedunder
Section404 of the Cean Vater Act and the Mar %l and Nonti dal Wet| ands Protection Act, provided such use
has et al | applicabl erequirementsand i s authori zedby the appropri at e authority{s). The mtigation
bank woul d be used to conply with special conditionnitigationrequirenentsof permttedprojectshy
provi di ngi n-ki nd conpensationfor authorizedwet!| ands | osses.

The m t igat i onbank may only be used for future projectsafter all appropriateand practical steps to
avoi d and m ni i ze adverse i npacts to aquati c resources, i ncl udi ngnonti dal wet| ands, have been taken.
Remai ni ngunavoi dabl ei npact s nust be conpensat edt o the extent appropri at eand practi cabl e. The bank
may be used when on-site conpensationis either not practicableor use of the bank is environmentally
preferabl eto on-siteconpensation.

Thi s I nstrument shoul d not be construedas providi ngul timateauthorizationfor specific projects, as
excepti ng such projectsfromany applicabl estatutoryor regul atoryrequi rements, or as preaut hori zi ng
the use of creditsfromthe bank for any particul ar proj ect.

Pr O{Ect Locati on and Descri ption: The proposed mitigati onbank i s | ocated i n Dorchester County, Maryl and
on Mapl e DamRoad. The Sponsors propose, i n accordancewi ththe attachedpl ans, to establish42 acres of
forested, scrub/shrub and energent wetl ands i n three separat e phases (Phase |, 16.64 acres; Phase £I,

15. 26 acres; and Phase 111, 10.09 acres) to serve as a ccmmercial wetl andm ti gati onbank. Construction
will incl udeJ:)I uggi ng di tches t o restore hydrol ogy, scuf fingtheland to create m crotopographyand

pl anti ng seedl i ngs, shrubs and grasses to create a natural wetland envi ronnent nati ve t o Dorchester
County. The mitigationbankis subject to a mtigationbankinginstrument that institutesguidelinesand
responsibilities for the establishnent, use, operationand nai nt enanceof the proposedbank. The service
area for the nmitigationbank woul d be Dorchester County.



The deci si on whet her to adopt this mtigationbank instrunment woul d be based upon an eval uati onof the
probabl e i npacts including cumulative impacts of the proposedbank on the public interest. That decision
woul d refl ect the national concernfor both protectionand utilizationof |nportant resources. The
benefit whi ch reasonably may be expected to accrue fromthe proposal must be bal ancedagai nst its
reasonabl y f or eseeabl edetrinents. Al factors which may be rel evant to the proposal w Il be considered
i ncl udi ng'the currul ati ve ef f ect st her eof ; anong t hose are conservati on, econom cs, aest heti cs, gener al
envi ronnent al concer ns, wet | ands, cul tural val ues, fish and wi | dlifeval ues, fl ood hazards, fl oodpl ai n
val ues, | and use, navi gati on, shoreline, erosi onand accretion, recreation, water supply and

conservati on, wat er qual i ty, energy needs. safety, food and fi ber production, and, i n general, the needs
and wel fare of the people.

Al work is to be conpl et edi naccordancewiththe draft Mitigation Banking | nstrunent and exhi bits,
which are avail ablefor reviewat the Baltinore Corps District O fice, and the Maryland Department of the
Environnent, both in Baltinore, Maryland. [f you have any questi onsconcerni ngthis matter or wish to
revi ewt he af or ement i oneddocunent s, pl ease contact M. Ceorge Beston, MDE, at (410) 537-3823 or

M's. Maria Lasek, Corps, at (410) 962-4501.

The appl i cant nmust obtainany State or |ocal governnent pernts which may be required.

It is requestedthat you communi catethe foregoi nginformati onconcer ni ngt he proposed work to any

per sons known by you to be interestedand bei ng known to this office, who did not receive a copy of this
noti ce.

Witten comrent s concer ni nqt he activity descri bed above nust be submtteddirectlyto the D strict

Engi neer. U.s. army Corps of Engineers, BaltinmoreDi strict, Attn: cenaB-op-rMS, P. O Box 1715, Bal ti nore,
Marvl and, 21203-1715 and/or t he WAt er Managsment Administracion, Maryland Decartment of t he Environnent.
1800 Washi ngt on Boulevard, Suite 430, Baltimore, Maryl and 21230-1708, Wi t hi nthe comment period as

speci fi edabove to recei ve consi der at i on.

FCR THE DI STRI CT ENG NEER

A |
| ter Washi ngt on, Jr.

Chi ef . Maryl and Sect i on Sout hern
U. S. Arny Corps of ENngi neers

FOR THE SECRETARY:

5/
Gebrge Beston

Chi ef , wetland Mitigation & Techni cal Assi st ance Section
Maryl and Depart nment of the Environnent

Encl osur es
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MAPLE DAM FARM MITIGATION BANK
CAMBRIDGE, DORCHESTER COUNTY. MARYLAND
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